
1 
 

Boston College  
William F. Connell School of Nursing  

Debate Question #1 Questions 
 

 
Overview 
Galvin, W. F.  2018 Ballot Questions.  Retrieved from: 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ele18/ballot_questions_18/ballot_questions18.htm 
 
References for the Affirmative Position 
Aiken, L. (2018). Perspectives on safety. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality: Patient Safety 

Network. Retrieved from https://psnet.ahrq.gov/perspectives/perspective/244/In-Conversation-
With--Linda-Aiken-PhD-RN. 

Anderson, C., & Swartz, A. (2018). State of Patient Care in Massachusetts. Boston, MA: Anderson 
Robbins. Retrieved from https://massnurses.org/news-and-events/p/openItem/10940. 

Center for Health Information and Analysis. (2018, August). Massachusetts acute hospital and health 
system financial performance: FY 2017. Pub.No. 18-214-CHIA-01. Retrieved from 
http://archives.lib.state.ma.us/bitstream/handle/2452/792887/ocn994684730-
FY2017.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

Chan, T.C., Killeen, J.P., Vilke, G.M., Marshall, J.B., & Castillo, E.M. (2010). Effect of mandated nurse-
patient ratios on patient wait time and care time in the emergency department. Acad Emerg 
Med. 17 (5), 545-552.  

Leigh, J., Markis, C.A., Iosif, A.M., & Romano, P.S. (2015). California’s nurse-to-patient ratio law and 
occupational injury. Int Arch Occup Environ Health,88(4), 477-484.  

Needleman, J. (2015). Nurse staffing the knowns and unknowns. Nursing Economics, 33(1), 5-7. 
Retrieved from https://www.nursingeconomics.net/necfiles/2015/JF15/5.pdf 

Shindul-Rothschild, J. (2018). Report on estimated costs of implementing ballot question 1. Retrieved 
from https://safepatientlimits.org/wp-content/uploads/Shindul-Rothschild-Estimated-
Massachusetts-Hospital-Costs.pdf 

Shindul-Rothschild, J., Read, C., Stamp, K. D., & Flanagan, J. M. (2017). Nurse staffing and hospital 
characteristics predictive of time to diagnostic evaluation for patients in the emergency 
department. Journal of Emergency Nursing, 43(2), 138–144.  

Shindul-Rothschild, J. (2014, December 23). Nurse Staffing Quality Measures. Committee on Patient 
Protection and Quality Improvement, Health Policy Commission hearing on ICU Nurse Staffing 
Law, MGL c. 111, sec. 231. Retrieved from 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/07/nq/quality-measures-mna.pdf 

Shindul-Rothschild, J.  & Gregas, M. (2014). Patient turnover and nursing employment in Massachusetts  
hospitals before and after health insurance reform: Implications for the patient protection and 
affordable care act.  Policy, Politics and Nursing Practice,14 (3-4), 151-162.  

Stamp, K. D., Flanagan, J. M., Gregas, M.,& Shindul-Rothschild, J. (2014). Predictors of excess heart 
failure readmissions: Implications for nursing practice. Journal of Nursing Care Quality, 29(2), 
115-123.  

Yakusheva, O., Lindrooth, R.C., Weiner, J., Spetz, J., Pauly, M.V. (2017). How nursing affects Medicare’s 
outcome-based hospital payments. UPenn Interdisciplinary Nursing Quality Research Initiative. 
Retrieved from https://ldi.upenn.edu/file/12771/download?token=QzRaPK3q 

 

References for the Opposition Position 



2 
 

Chapman, S.A., Spetz, J., Seago, J.A., Kaiser, J., Dower, C., & Herrera, C. (2009). How have mandated 
nurse staffing ratios affected hospitals? Perspectives from California hospital leaders. J Healthc 
Manag, 54(5), 321-233. 

Clarke, S.P.  (2007). Registered nurse staffing and patient outcomes in acute care: looking back, pushing 
forward. Med Care, 45(12), 1126-1128. 

Clarke, S.P., & Donaldson, N.E. (2008). Nurse staffing and patient care quality and safety. In: R.G. Hughes 
(Ed.), Patient safety and quality: An evidence-based handbook for nurses. Rockville, MD: Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality. 

Donaldson, N., & Shapiro, S. (2010). Impact of california mandated acute care hospital nurse staffing 
ratios: A literature synthesis. Policy, Politics and Nursing Practice, 11(3), 184-201. 

Kane, R.L., Shamliyan, T.A., Mueller, C., Duval, S., Wilt, T.J. (2007). The association of registered nurse 
staffing levels and patient outcomes: Systematic review and meta-analysis. Med Care, 45(12), 
1195-1204.  

Law, A.C., Stevens, J.P., Hohmann, S., & Walkey, A.J. (2018). Patient outcomes after the introduction of 
statewide ICU nurse staffing regulations. Crit Care Med, 46(10), 1563-1569.  

Munnich, E.L. (2014). The labor market effects of California's minimum nurse staffing law. Health Econ 
23(8), 935-950.  

Serratt, T. (2013). California's nurse-to-patient ratios, Part 1: 8 years later, what do we know about 
nurse-level outcome? J Nurs Adm, 43(9), 475-480.  

Serratt, T. (2013). California's nurse-to-patient ratios, part 2: 8 years later, what 
do we know about hospital level outcomes? J Nurs Adm, 43(10), 549-553.  

Serratt, T. (2013). California's nurse-to-patient ratios, part 3: eight years later, what do we know about 
patient level outcomes? 5(11), 581-585.  

 


